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REMARKS 

In response to the Office Action dated June 8, 2004, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections of the claims. The 
indication that claims 9-14 contain allowable subject matter is noted with 
appreciation. In response thereto, claim 9 has been rewritten in independent form. 

Applicants wish to point out that claim 17 was added to the application in the 
Preliminary Amendment filed concurrently with the application papers. This claim 
was not mentioned in the Office Action, and the examiner is requested to confirm 
that the Preliminary Amendment was properly entered into the record. Since claim 
17 depends from allowable claim 1 1 , it is respectfully submitted that this claim is also 
in allowable form. 

To reduce the issues under consideration, claims 1-4, 15 and 16 have been 
canceled, and claim 5 has been rewritten in independent form. Accordingly, only the 
rejection of pending claims 5-8 in view of the Todd patent remains for consideration. 

In rejecting claims 5-8, the Office Action states that the button member of the 
Todd patent fits loosely through the opening in the case, and even if this opening is 
not a slot, it is considered to be the equivalent of one. Original claim 5 recited that 
the button includes a pin extending through a slot of the carrier to which the cutting 
member is engaged. Claim 6 further recites that the button member is movable 
relative to the slot of the carrier, to move the cutting member relative to the body 
member. It is noted that the rejection of claims 5-8 does not address these features 
recited in claims 5 and 6. 

It can be seen that, in the Todd patent, the shank 26 to which the push button 
27 is secured fits through the opening in the case 10. However, this shank is 
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secured to the jaw 14 to which the cutting blade 21 is secured. The jaw 14 does not 
have any slot through which the shank 26 extends, nor does the jaw 14 have a slot 
relative to which the push button 27 is movable. It is respectfully submitted, 
therefore, that the Todd patent does not disclose, nor otherwise suggest, the 
features recited in claim 5 or 6, nor claims 7 and 8 which depend from claim 5. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims, 
namely claims 5-14 and 17, are patentable over the prior art of record. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections are therefore respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: September 7. 2004 
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